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Dear Forest User:

The Minidoka Ranger District of the Sawtooth National Forest is preparing to develop an
environmental assessment to analyze the effects of operations of an Oakley stone quarry in
Clark's Basin in the west end of the Raft River Mountains in northwest Box Elder County, Utah.
The holder of the mining claims for the Dove Creek Operation has submitted a Plan of
Operations for approval by this office.

Enclosed is a scoping document that describes the proposed action. The Forest Service will
study the issues related to the proposal and develop a list of significant issues that will drive
alternatives and the rest of the environmental assessment. Some issues have already been
identified by the Forest Service and are included in the attached scoping document. You are
invited to submit any comments you related to the proposed action and they will be used to
further develop the analysis.

Your written comments will be of most help in the environmental analysis process if they are
received at the Minidoka Ranger District Office by Decernber 2,2002. Mail your comments to:

Steve Flock, Minerals Management Specialist
Minidoka Ranger District, Sawtooth National Forest
3650 Overland Ave.
Burlev.ID 83318

Sincerely, ,

""",-*f.
SCOTT C NANNENGA
District Ranger

Enclosure: Dove Creek Operations Expansion Scoping Document
RECEIVED

Nov 0 4 2002
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ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT SCOPING DOCUMENT

DOVE CREEKOPERATIONS PLAN OF OPERATIONS APPROVAL

Minidoka Ranger District
Sawtooth Nafi onal Forest
3650 Overland Avenue
Burley,ID 83318

PROPOSED ACTION

The Minidoka Ranger District of the Sawtooth National Forest is proposing to approve a Plan of
Operations for the expansion of the Dove Creek (Oakley stone) Operation. The holder of the
mining claims submitted the Plan of Operations to the Forest Service.

BACKGROUI\D INFORMATION

The Dove Creek Operation is located in the west end of the Raft River Mountains in Box Elder
County, Utah. The legal location is T.13N., R.16W., Sections 12, 13, and 14. The existing
operation is located on the south side of the mountain range in open sage and low brush
rangeland in an area with many springs and seeps. Currenfly the Dove Creek Operafion has

disturbed approximately 8.3 acres in 4 diflerent quarries on the National Forest with an

additional 2 acres of disturbance on a quarry on private land outside the Forest Boundary. This
operation dates to the 1960s. The expansion would include two new quarry locations, the
Vertical Cloud and the Sunshine East, for new disturbance of 2.91 and 2.8 acres respectively.
The expansion would require an additional 8000 linear feet ofnew or upgraded access road for
an approximate disturbance of 3 acres. The total existing and proposed disturbance on the
National Forest for this operation would be approximately 17 acres.

Operations include the use of heavy equipment and blasting to break the stone loose. The healy
equipment to be used is large trackhoes and 10 and 20-yard dump trucks. Air compressors and
air drills are used to prepare the stone ledge for blasting ifthe ledge being worked does not have
enough natural fractures. The trackhoes then load the stone slabs into dump trucks for hauling to
a process area. The processing areas are on the quarry sites and at remotc locations. At the
processing site the stone slabs are hand split to size and soded by grade and size class. At the
present most of the Oakley stone is sold in the U.S., but there is also an international market.

On April 28, 1978 in the Office of Hearings and Appeals, USDI Adminisfative law Judge John
R. Rampton concluded that building stone claims of quartzite stone meeting certain criteria were
a unique and valuable mineral deposit. It is therefore determined to be an uncornmon variety
subject to location under the mining laws. The Forest Service does treat this Oakley tlpe of
quartzite building stone as an uncommon variety and as a result is subject to the mining laws for
locatable minerals.



oo oo

PIJRPOSE AND NEED

The purpose of this action is to approve the Plan of Operations for the Dove Creek Operations
which will serye as an agreement between the Forest Service and the operator of the quarries on
how the operation are to be operated and administered.

DECISION TO BE MADE

The decision to be made by the District Ranger is whether to approve the Plan of Operations as

submitted or to approve it with modifications. A reclamation bond will also be necessary to
insure that adequate site reclamation is done if the operator fails to do so upon closing or
abandonment of the site.

ISSUES TO DATE

The following are project issues that have identified to date:

l. Cultural Resources - Cultural resources in and near the quarry and access roads may be
damaged. -NOTE- Although the majority of the project is within areas that have been
culturally surveyed, it is possible that some portions of the project may extend into
unsurveyed areas.

2. The quarry operations could have an effect on threatened, endangered, and sensitive plant
and animal species. -NOTE- A Biological Assessment and Evaluation was prepared in
1998 and is in the process of being revised. The Biological Assessment and Evaluation
cannot be completed until late spring 2003 because some plants are only identifiable
during this time period.

3. Water Quality - There is a concern that water quality will be impacted by erosion from
the quarry sites and the access roads.

4. Spring and Riparian Areas - There is a concern that operations could impact seeps and
springs in close proximity to the project area.

5. Public Access and Safety - There is a concem that quarry operations would limit public
access and increase vehicle and equipment traffic in the area.

6. Hazardous Materials - There is a concem that hazardous materials and fuels will be
stored on site.

ALTERNATIVES

The following are the altematives developed to date for the proposal:

No Action. The Forest Service would not authorize the proposed action or any action
alternative. However, the General Mining Law of 1872, as amended, gives the operator certain
rights to conduct mining operations on public lands. Consideration of the No Action Altemafive
is required byNEPA and servQs as a baseline for evaluation of other alternatives.
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Approval of the Plan of Operations as submitted. This would require that a reasonable
reclamation bond be submitted.

Approval of the Plan of Operations with modifications. Prior to approval, the plan will be
modified by the operator to include altematives or mitigation measures that were developed as
part of the NEPA process. This also includes a reasonable reclamation bond be submitted.

PUBLIC IT{VOL\MENT

The public is requested to submit written input on this proposed action accompanied with any
additional issues, concems or alternatives they may have to the Forest Service. Written
comments should be received by December 2, 2002 in order to be helpful in completing this
environmental assessment. Send comments to:

Steve Flock, Minerals Management Specialist
Minidoka Ranger District, Sawtooth National Forest
3650 Overland Ave.
Burley, Idaho 83318

Comments received in response to this solicitation, including names and addresses of those who
comment will be considered part of the public record of this proposed action and will be
available for public inspection. Comments submitted anonymously will be accepted and
considered, however, those submitted anonlnnously will not have standing to appeal the
subsequent decision under 36 CFR Parts 215 ard 217. Additionally, pursuant to 7 CFR 1.27(d)
any person may request the agency to withhold a submission from the public record by showing
how the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) permits such confidentiality. Persons requesting
such confidentiality should be aware that under FOIA, confidentiality may be granted in only
very limited circumstances, such as protecting trade secrets. The Forest Service will inform the
requester ofthe agency decision regarding the request for confidentiality, and where the request
is denied, the agency will return the submission with or without the name and address within l0
days.
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